MARSHALL COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

April 8, 2011
The April 8, 2011 meeting of the Marshall County Board of Health was called to order by Chairman Donald Mason at 7:30AM, with the following board members in attendance:  Carol Wade, Janet Kendzierski and Robert Riggenbach.  Board members absent:  None.  Staff members present:  Kenneth J. Allen, MD, Physician Director; Ronda Francis, LHA;  Connie Veronis, Dental Hygienist; Patty Owens, RN; Richard Lucas, RS and Kathy Ruge, ASA. Members of the public:  Linda  Holmstrand, Wellness Council of West Virginia and Pam Wilson, Tobacco Prevention Coordinator.
Prior to the start of the meeting, Don Mason introduced new board member Janet Kendzierski and welcomed her to the Board of Health.

Public Comments: 
Linda Holmstrand, Tobacco Policy Coordinator for the Wellness Council of West Virginia introduced herself and gave a brief overview of their worksite wellness council. They are currently working with a grant from Tobacco Prevention which enables them to visit businesses in Marshall County, evaluate their tobacco policies and work with staff on site with tobacco cessation programs at no cost to the businesses.  Linda distributed information to the board regarding this free worksite wellness tobacco project.

Pam Wilson, Tobacco Prevention Coordinator, joined Linda following her overview of the project. 
Previous Minutes:

Previous minutes of the February 11, 2011 meeting were read and approved on a motion by Carol Wade and a second by Robert Riggenbach, with the following correction:  Under staff comments, Dental Health Month should be February and not December as stated.  All were in favor – motion carried.
Financial Report:

Dr. Allen reported that we are 75% along in our budget year; our income is at 76.6% and expenses to date are at 76.6%.  Income and expenditures are on target and we are doing well, spending wisely and collecting appropriately.  Motion was made by Carol Wade, seconded by Robert Riggenbach, to accept the Financial Report as presented.  All were in favor – motion carried. 

Renewal of Term for Robert Riggenbach:

Don Mason stated that Bob’s term will expire in May and recommended the reappointment of Robert Riggenbach to another five year term, to be effective June 1st.   Motion was made by Carol Wade, seconded by Don Mason to recommend the reappointment of Robert Riggenbach to the Marshall County Board of Health effective June 1st.  All were in favor – motion carried. 
Report by Director:  None.

Report by Administrator:  
Ronda Francis reported the following:

Ronda reported that the 2010 audit has been completed with no adverse findings reported.  A report will follow for the County Commission and the State.

A program development meeting was held with the Wii grant partners on April 7.  A start date of April 28th was determined with the program ending July 21st.  There will be seven meetings over the period starting with an initial screening and ending with a final screening. The five meetings in between will address subjects such as nutritional diets, exercises outside of the Wii program, weight bearing exercise, etc.  The funding for this program ($6,000) came from the Health Plan and was presented by Joy Gillespie, a Health Plan employee, who will be one of the program presenters.  Ronda noted the program is open to all Marshall County residents aged 18 and older with a BMI in excess of 25; a weight not to exceed 330 pounds; a physician’s statement of good health; a registration fee of $25, and attendance at the meetings.
Ronda stated that she participated in a general radio interview with the KLOVE (96.5) Christian station which should air in the next few weeks.

We are still not in receipt of the threat preparedness extension grant contract.  This budget has been written four times at their request.  Ronda further noted that the grant period ends July 31, 2011 which only gives us three months to make the required purchases under the grant.  

As part of this threat preparedness extension grant, Brooke County will be hosting a pan flu summit entitled, “We Survived the H1N1:  What About the Next Pandemic”.  It will be held on April 29th at Oglebay from 9 to 3, including lunch.  Anyone interested in attending can go to marshallcountyhealthdepartment.com or contact Brooke County Health Department.  

Board of Health and Staff Comments:
Don Mason stated that the County Commission has granted the health department a one time payment for the purchase of new desktop computers in this fiscal year and plan to fund another computer project in the next fiscal year.  Ronda reported that we were in receipt of the $14,000 and that the computers had been ordered.

Connie Veronis gave a brief overview of the dental program at the health department citing such programs as Dental Health Month with Carrie the Cow; PreK and K oral health in the schools; the pilot project for four year olds, and the upcoming WVU project with the health department working with pregnant mothers on the high rate of tooth decay in West Virginia.
Rich reviewed the environmental duties such as animal bites, septic system inspections, assistance in sub-division septic planning; restaurant inspections; trailer park, pre-school and daycare, school building inspections; water samples and nuisance complaints.  Rich further noted that they have received the Marcellus Shale water test kits.  The cost is $235 which covers the testing in Charleston.  There is no charge for services at the health department.  Though the cost may be prohibitive to some for the laboratory analysis, to date, they have received about 20 requests. 

Patty Owens gave a brief outline of the nursing program stating they have been giving flu shots since last fall.  The nurses work with the sanitarians in epi related areas such as food borne illnesses; they participate in direct observation therapy for TB; they conduct BCCSP, Family Planning and immunization clinics; conduct sports physicals and go into the area schools with STD related presentations.  Since WV is number one in the state for Hepatitis B, they work diligently with the WV Correctional Facility and the Northern Regional Jail in getting their shot regimen completed.  They also work with the Right From the Start program; newborn hearing screening program; STD and HIV testing and follow-up, as well as work with the threat preparedness program establishing SNS clinics and working with community partners.
Bob Riggenbach questioned regulations on fast food establishments and whether or not they could be mandated to post fat and high calorie content on the foods they serve given the problems young people have with obesity.  Ronda stated that the Federal government is currently working on this; however, the board could vote on this if it was something they wanted to get into.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 AM.

NEXT BOARD MEETING – Friday, May 27th– 7:30 AM.
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