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Wheeling-Ohio County Board of Health 
Minutes of November 12, 2024, regular meeting 

 
The Wheeling - Ohio County Board of Health met on November 12, 2024, at 12:00pm in the 
City/County Building, 2nd Floor Courtroom, Wheeling West Virginia.       
 
Board members present were Dr. John Holloway, Elisabeth Slater, Ty Thorngate, Tom Tuttle, Dr. 
Mathew Wood, and Erik Harris.  Staff present included Howard Gamble, Administrator of the 
Wheeling-Ohio County Health Department, County Health Officer Dr. William S. Przybysz and 
WOCHD HOPE Program staff Dr. William Mercer and Dr. Thomas Wack.  Others present 
included local media outlets and members of the general public. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Board of Health Chairman Dr. John Holloway.   
 
The meeting agenda was adjusted.  The Board of Health held a discussion on the Project HOPE 
Program.  Dr. William Mercer, Project HOPE physician, gave a discussion on the need to move 
the program to another organization or agency other than the health department.  Dr. 
Holloway provided some additional discussion on the issue.  Members of the Board also 
provided additional comments and questions.  A motion was made to move the Project HOPE 
program out of the Health Department.  The motion was approved.  The administrator was 
asked to gather information on moving the program from the health department.  This 
information will be shared with the Board at the next meeting.   
 
Minutes of September 10th regular meeting and October 15th special meeting, were distributed 
to members prior to the meeting.  Minutes were approved.   
 
Dr. Przybysz gave an update on the current flu season and need to get vaccinated.  Dr. Przybysz 
also discussed other reporting diseases. 
 
The administrator gave a report on department programs and services.   
 
The Board of Health was presented with a draft 2025 meeting schedule.  The Board of Health 
meeting calendar was approved.  
 
The department is now accepting and billing insurances for vaccinations. The Health 
Department accepts insurance including Medicare, Medicaid, Highmark, HealthPlan, Peak 
Health, UMWA, United Healthcare and others.  Vaccinations include seasonal (Flu and COVID), 
VFC, school vaccines, adult vaccines and international travel vaccines.  The health department 
will be updating the department website and other minor promotions to highlight the new 
service. The health department has free COVID test kits as well as free at home HIV test kits.  In 
addition, the department continues to offer free NARCAN to the community and organizations.   
 
The administrator gave a short update on several environmental updates including  

• Legal and Sewage Updates 
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• Raccoon Feeding 

• Hope Center Ministries 

• Scenic Sites 
 
The health department anticipates that in late Spring the office will need to move to a 
temporary location in the City County Building in order for the offices to be worked on by the 
County Commission.  This is part of a larger building project.  At this time the City of  Wheeling 
(3rd floor offices) has moved into the temporary offices to allow for work to be done in that 
area.   
The department has reapplied to the WV Office of Health Facility and Licensure for the three 
needle/syringe exchange licenses.  Current usage of the program is up both in terms of 
participants and needles exchanged.   
 
The department will be provided with a 2022 Mercedes Sprinter van through the State of West 
Virginia.  The van is set up for clinical work.  The department will have the van wrapped with a 
public health theme.   
 
The Board was provided with the WOCHD Financial Review, which included the September and 
October 2024 financials.  The financials were approved.  
 
The administrator requested the Board approve a half day off on December 24, 2024.  This will 
provide staff with a full day off.  The request was approved.  
 
The Board of Health did not need an Executive Session.   
 
With no other business before the Board, the Board moved for adjournment.  The next regular 
Board of Health meeting is scheduled for January 14, 2025.   
 
SUBMITTED BY     APPROVED BY 
 
William S. Przybysz, MD, Health Officer   John D Holloway, MD, Board Chairman  
January 14, 2025      January 14, 2025 


