Wheeling-Ohio County Board of Health
Minutes of July 9, 2024, regular meeting

The Wheeling - Ohio County Board of Health met on July 9, 2024, at 12:00pm in the City/County
Building, Ohio County Commission office, Wheeling West Virginia.

Board members present were Dr. John Holloway, Elisabeth Slater, Tom Tuttle, Dr. Mathew
Wood, and Erik Harris. Staff present included Howard Gamble, Administrator of the Wheeling-
Ohio County Health Department and County Health Officer Dr. William S. Przybysz.

New Board member Ty Thorngate was not able to attend and will be sworn in at a later date
and time.

The meeting was called to order by Board of Health Chairman Dr. John Holloway. The Board
reappointed Dr. John Holloway as Board Chairman.

Minutes of the May 7, 2024, Board of Health meeting was distributed to members prior to the
meeting. Board packets did not arrive prior to the Board meeting. Minutes will be carried over
to September 10" meeting for approval.

No public comments or presentations were present for the meeting.

Dr. Przybysz gave a Health Officer’s report. Dr. Przybysz updated the board on the activities of
Project HOPE, which continues to conduct weekly rounds and services.

The administrator gave a report on department programs and services.

Environmental

The WOCHD placed a Water Buffalo at Homeless Camp in late June. Water is tested weekly by
the environmental staff for Chlorine and Ph and every other week for bacteria. The water will
be refilled as needed. Funding for this will be covered by the department’s homeless outreach
funds.

Office Updates

The department is still working on billing and credentialing. The department has been
approved by both WV Medicaid and Medicare. Currently working on private insurances and
managed plans. A site visit was done on May 1, 2024 and additional visits will be done in late
May and June in anticipation of a hard start in June or July.

Needle Testing & Harm Reduction

The department was visited by the West Virginia Office of Health Facilities and Licensure
regarding a complaint. The complaint, which covered multiple licensed needle exchange
locations, focused on items that were perceived to be distributed and the number of needles
that are being given away. The inspector concluded that the complaint was unsubstantiated,




and no deficiencies were cited, however a formal review will occur with other staff and a final
report will be issued.

WIC& TP

Bird Flu Preparedness Efforts: With bird flu still circulating among dairy cows across many
states, federal health officials are ready to respond in the event that this outbreak starts to
spread to humans. The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has two vaccine
candidates in development to reduce the risk of avian flu to humans, but officials have
indicated there are no plans to roll out vaccines widely.

Additionally, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has started to bolster testing
of dairy workers and has updated recommendations for exposure to affected animals. These
preparedness efforts are simply a precaution, as the administration confirmed again this week
that the risk of transmission of bird flu to humans remains low. Federal agencies have also
confirmed that retail supplies of ground beef, milk, and other pasteurized dairy products
continue to be safe for consumption.

Financial

The Board was provided with the WOCHD Financial Review, which included the May and June
2024 financials. Board packets did not arrive prior to the Board meeting. WOCHD Financials
will be carried over to September 10™ meeting for approval.

Department was updated that the annual state aid was decreased this FY due to a state budget
issue. The reduction will result in a $70,263 decrease in funds to the department.

e Current state aid $315,198

e Anticipated state aid $385,461

e Thisis aloss of $70,263 in funding to the health department.

e WVDOH Announcement: Several LHDs have informed us of their concern about a
potential funding gap due to the total appropriation in the budget bill for SFY2025
allocating $15,571,992 for local health departments compared to $17,285,283 in
2024. We are pleased to inform all LHDs that the reported funding gap has been
offset, without impacting the five-million-dollar reserve fund established in Senate
Bill 1001. Therefore, we anticipate minimal impact on day-to-day operations.

Other

The health department brought on a summer intern from the University of North Carolina,
School of Public Health to assist with a Community Health Needs Assessment. The assessment
has been expanded to include all the counties of the northern panhandle. The assessment is
web based. A final report will be coming in August.

The Board of Health did not need an Executive Session.

With no other business before the Board, the Board moved for adjournment. The next regular
Board of Health meeting is scheduled for September 10, 2024.
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