Wheeling-Ohio County Board of Health
Minutes of September 9, 2024, regular meeting

The Wheeling - Ohio County Board of Health met on September 9, 2024, at 12:00pm in the
City/County Building, Ohio County Commission office, Wheeling West Virginia.

Board members present were Dr. John Holloway, Ty Thorngate, Tom Tuttle, Dr. Mathew Wood,
and Erik Harris. Staff present included Howard Gamble, Administrator of the Wheeling-Ohio
County Health Department, County Health Officer Dr. William S. Przybysz and WOCHD HOPE
Program staff Dr. William Mercer.

The meeting was called to order by Board of Health Chairman Dr. John Holloway.

Minutes of May 7 & July 9, 2024, Board of Health meeting was distributed to members prior to
the meeting. Minutes were approved.

The meeting agenda was adjusted. The administrator gave a report on department programs
and services.

Clinical

e The Wheeling-Ohio County Health Department is now offering no-cost, confidential HIV tests
from the comfort of your home. The first step to protecting yourself and your contacts against
HIV is to get tested. Now, that step is easier than ever with free at-home testing available to Ohio
County residents. With OraQuick In-Home HIV Test Kit, you can test yourself for HIV and find out
your status in as little as 20 minutes, without ever leaving your home. The sooner you get tested,
the sooner you can stop worrying about your status and can make future plans depending on
your results.

Environmental

e The department has been working with Belmont County Health Department, Wheeling Hospital
and CDC regarding three (3) suspected Botulism cases. Cases maybe linked to counterfeit or
mishandled Botox injections. Tests are pending; however, all three patients have been treated
for Botulism.

Office Updates

e The department is still working on billing and credentialing. The department has been approved
by both WV Medicaid and Medicare. Currently working on private insurances and managed
plans. The department is waiting on the Health Plan approved contract to start services. Other
insurances contracts are in the application stages.

Needle Testing & Harm Reduction

e The department installed an exterior needle collection box near Catholic Charities. This bin will
be monitored by the health department. It is a collection box only; no needles are dispensed.
This box was made possible by the fund-raising efforts of a local Eagle Scout.
Financial



e The Board was provided with the WOCHD Financial Review, which included the May, June, July
and August 2024 financials.

e The administrator presented a proposal to the Board to remove the 5% match that employees
pay for health department administrated health insurance. The proposal would cover all
employees’ health insurance (no dental or eye) administered through PEIA. The additional cost
to the department is about $4100. The WIC portion, about $9831, would be covered by the WIC
grant. If approved this would be effective January 1: 2025. The proposal was approved.

Other

e The health department brought on a summer intern from the University of North Carolina,
School of Public Health to assist with a Community Health Needs Assessment. The assessment
has been expanded to include all the counties of the northern panhandle. The assessment is
web based. The final assessment was presented to the Board for review.

The Board Chairman held a discussion on the WOCHD Project HOPE Program. Dr. William
Mercer gave a presentation on HOPE and the need to transition to another agency. In order for
all Board members to participate in the discussion, Dr. Holloway requested a special Board
meeting to discuss the issue further.

The Board of Health did not need an Executive Session.
With no other business before the Board, the Board moved for adjournment. The Board set a

special meeting for October 15, 2024. The next regular Board of Health meeting is scheduled
for November 12, 2024.

SUBMITTED BY APPROVED BY
William S. Przybysz, MD, Health Officer John D Holloway, MD, Board Chairman
November 12, 2024 November 12, 2024



