Cottage Foods
There are no specific Cottage Food rules in West Virginia.  West Virginia’s Food Establishment Rule, effective April 1, 2023 governs retail food establishments such as restaurants, retail food stores, school lunch programs, temporary food stands, mobile food units, and food vending machines. The rule incorporates, by reference, the majority of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) 2013 Model Food Code.
WV allows non-potentially hazardous foods, canned acidified foods, and certain other foods as determined by WV Department of Agriculture to be prepared in a home kitchen. Homemade food items must be sold by the producer to the consumer, whether in person or remotely (e.g., by telephone or Internet); or by an agent of the producer or a third-party vendor, such as a retail shop or grocery store, to the consumer.  “Non-potentially hazardous” means food that does not require time/temperature control for safety to limit pathogenic microorganism growth or toxin formation. These foods include, but are not limited to, baked goods without cream, custard, cheese or meat fillings; standardized jams and jellies; dehydrated fruits and vegetables; candy; fudge; honey; tree syrup; apple butter; molasses; nut mixes; granola; dry soup mixes; tea; roasted coffee beans; dried herbs; dry pasta; and popcorn. Please see the legislation for labeling, sales, and delivery requirements if you would like to make and sell cottage foods.
If you are unclear about your product, contact the Wheeling-Ohio County Health Department at (304) 234-3682 for more information. 
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/19-35/ 

[image: Text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
image1.jpg
Wheeling-Ohio County
Health Department




